
New World screwworm
Recommendations for Healthcare Providers
New World screwworm (NWS) infestation is a type of myiasis that 

because of NWS infestations. 

Risk Factors
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the daytime.

• Are physically or mentally incapacitated and unable to 

Transmission

that burrow into the wound to feed. After about 7 

Clinical Features
Consider NWS in patients who
• 
• 

• 

healthy tissue.
•  

 

NWS larva

size comparison. Image courtesy of Mark Fox, CDC.

Image courtesy of Dr Isaac Bogoch, Toronto General 
Hospital.

For questions call the NMDOH Helpline 
at 1-833-SWNURSE (1-833-796-8773) 
or text questions to 66364 (NMDOH).

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1477893925000493?via%3Dihub


New World screwworm

Prevention
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the location on the body.

• 
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• 

use a bed net or sleep inside a screened tent. 

Case Reporting
Report all suspected human cases immediately to the 
local or state public health department (Epi on Call).
• species 

• 

.
• 

Specimen Handling & Submission

• 
submit them all. 

• 

isopropanol. 
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• 

waste.

Treatment
• 

in the introduction and spread of NWS in the local 

• 

• Monitor for and treat secondary bacterial infections 
as needed.

NWS in Animals

more information about NWS in animals.

Prevent Spread

Do not throw any live maggots 
in the trash or outside as this 
could result in NWS spreading 
in your area. 
Report all suspected 
human cases to the health 
department. Learn more:

screwwormnm.org

screwwormnm.org for

https://screwwormnm.org
https://screwwormnm.org
https://libraries.cste.org/after-hours-contact/
https://www.cdc.gov/dpdx/resources/pdf/benchaids/NWS-Bench-Aid-2024-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/dpdx/resources/pdf/benchaids/NWS-Bench-Aid-2024-508.pdf
mailto:dpdx%40cdc.gov?subject=NWS%20species%20confirmation
https://www.cdc.gov/dpdx/resources/pdf/benchaids/nws-teledx-bench-aid-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/dpdx/resources/pdf/benchaids/nws-teledx-bench-aid-508.pdf

