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How NWS Spreads



New World screwworm

Treatment

NWS in Animals

Prevent Spread

Do not throw any 
live maggots in the 
trash or outside as 
this could result in 
NWS spreading in 
your area.
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Learn more:
screwwormnm.org

For questions call the NMDOH Helpline 
at 1-833-SWNURSE (1-833-796-8773) 
or text questions to 66364 (NMDOH).

If you see maggots on any animal, whether livestock, pets, or wildlife, 
contact a veterinarian. Visit screwwormnm.org for more information 
about NWS in animals.

• If you see or feel maggots in or on a wound or other area of your body, 
contact a healthcare provider immediately. Tell them if you have recently 
traveled to Central or South America, the Caribbean, or Mexico.

• Your healthcare provider will remove each maggot, sometimes surgically.
• Do not try to remove any maggots or egg masses yourself. If any fall out 

of the wound, place them in a leak-proof container with rubbing alcohol to 
kill them. Bring them with you to your healthcare provider.
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